Running head: CRITICAL ESSAY 		1
CRITICAL ESSAY                                                                                                                    6








Critical Essay: A Woman’s Crusade: Alice Paul and the Battle for the Ballot
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation















A Woman’s Crusade: Alice Paul and the Battle for the Ballot
The book, A Woman’s Crusade: Alice Paul and the Battle for the Ballot is authored by Mary Walton, who was a renowned journalist and also an author.  The author vividly accounts for the efforts that Alice Paul endured to push the stubborn president and the United States Congress into enacting the 19th amendment (Walton, 2010). The amendment is historical because it gave American women the right to vote, a right that is still enjoyed and practiced today.   
How the author effectively proves her point
The book starts by first giving a brief history of the main character (Alice Paul). The author explains the influential personalities and elements in Alice's life. Alice Paul was raised in New Jersey from a strict Quaker family. The footnotes explain how Alice was taken to England in 1907 through a scholarship (Walton, 2010). The book describes the origin of Alice's passion for the suffrage movement. She developed the spirit while in England after meeting British suffragettes and Christabel Pankhurst. While in England, Alice became an active personality in WSPU (Women’s Social and Political Union); where she participated in various activities of the union. They included public demonstrations and the engagement in militant tactics. She was once arrested in England, which enabled her to taste the bitterness of forced feedings and hunger strikes (Walton, 2010). Alice later employed all these experiences in the USA during the women suffrage campaign. When she returned to the USA in 1910, she became the leader of the American suffrage movement in the militant wing.  During that time, they were calling themselves "Silent Sentinels” (Walton, 2010). She goes in history as among the first protesters to be arrested and put behind bars for picketing the White House.   While in the USA, Alice became an influential speaker as well as the organizer of the NAWSA association (National American Woman Suffrage Association.

Evidence
The author also proves her point by providing an engaging chronicle of how Alice effectively organized a pro-suffrage parade in Washington, D.C., which coincided with the inauguration of President Wilson. Alice, together with her team members, carried out a month-long plan, which was unfortunately disrupted by unruly crowds. Surprisingly, the police did little to give participants the needed security (Walton, 2010).  The author reveals the level of determination that Alice had in achieving women's rights. After the unsuccessful proceeding, Alice thought of another alternative to use the press coverage. She succeeded in holding sympathetic press coverage to enable her to promote the women suffrage course.
It is expected that any historical struggle faced several challenges, both internally and externally. Apart from the police ordeal, despite the success of the parade to revitalize public support for women's suffrage, Alice had a poor relationship with the leadership of NAWSA. The coldness made Alice top split from the organization and later formed the NWP (National Women Party) in 1916 (Walton, 2010). The friction was a result of competing interests where members of NAWSA supported state suffrage campaigns while Alice fostered the amendment of the federal constitution.
The author also succeeds in tabling evidence of the campaign by showcasing how Alice, together with her supporters, engaged in publicity stunts, speaking campaigns, and fundraising activities to solidify their efforts.  In 1917, the "Silent Sentinels" started daring moves of picketing in front of the White House.  Another secondary source by McMahon (2016) elucidates these facts by taking sincerely about Alice's picketing activities. While in preparation to enter World War 1, United States sentinels generated fierce controversies, making the Suffragettes in England to suspend their militant campaigns to focus on the support of women's war work. Surprisingly, Alice continued with her picketing programs without signs of pushing the women’s suffrage issues to the back burner (Walton, 2010). Walton recounts by narrating how the picketers sustained their efforts which led to endless arrest and imprisonments. While in prison, they could go for hunger strikes which were countered by forced feedings by the police. It is easy to follow the argument of the author based on the way Walton transcends thought the organization's success story. The later chapters cover the final stages of the campaign about the passage of the federal suffrage amendment. More details on the opposition that the movement encountered are also explained. The ideas faced resistance in the senate and even during the process of state ratification (Walton, 2010). The author reveals how Alice and her supporters engaged in civil disobedience, which resulted in routine arrests and press coverage. As much such an activity requires teamwork, the author also introduces other notable activists, for instance, Alva Belmont, Mary Beard, Sara Bard Field, Inez Milholland, and Mabel Vernon. The author showcases how the loyalty of the women won the war.
The chronological organization of the book
The author helps the reader to follow events as they unfold from the beginning of the struggle to the end. The book begins by giving a brief background of Alice Paul, who was born in New Jersey in a Christian setting. The author also explains Alice’s travel to England in 1907 under a scholarship (Walton, 2010). It is in England that she meets other personalities, for instance, Christabel Pankhurst who ignites her desire and passion for women suffrage. She later returned to the USA in 1910, where she became the leader of the Silent Sentinels. The author also highlights the efforts of Alice, including stunts, picketing in front of the White House, the splitting of their organization and, eventually, the achievement of their primary goal. Alice, together with her team, succeeded in pushing the president and the U.S. Congress to enact the 19th amendment, which gave women the power to vote. 


The author’s style
The book uses a palatable language that is easy to read and understand. This makes the main ideas of the book to reach the intended audience. The book has a rich element of humor. One of such features is when Alice addresses the aspect of police negligence. When unruly crowds disrupted their proceeding, the police did little to contain the situation. In such a scenario, the reader expects Alice and her members to complain bitterly about the ordeal. Surprisingly, she positively received the actions of the police by saying, "The mistreatment by the police was probably the best thing that could have happened to us as it aroused a great deal of public indignation and sympathy” (Walton, 2010). Despite the seriousness of the matter, the author sneaked in the element of beauty in the organization. Inez Milholland is described as “the most beautiful girl in the suffragette movement (Walton, 2010). The colorful writing of the book makes the subject come alive for the reader.  I found the sentence, “The mistreatment by the police was probably the best thing that could have happened to us” by Alice to be more interesting (Walton, 2010).
Overall rating
Generally, it is an excellent book based on the fact that the author tried hard to lace together pieces of information about Alice to come up with such incredible work. The book is much inspiring based on the way it reveals the efforts that Alice, a young woman enacted to foster women's rights in the USA. It is an inspirational piece of work that suits readers who fancy stories about liberation and the fight for justice. The fact that her efforts resulted in the passing of the 19th amendment is proof that Alice's efforts and dedication were worthy. It much suits women readers for it serves as an awakening call for them to stand and fight for their rights by use of non-violent antics. This is based on the way the book offers courage, tenacity, and fierce discipline that is required to overcome the obstacles that liberators and pioneers face. The above reasons proves why I recommend this book. 
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